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The use of drones in firefighting has become increasingly
widespread, such as in search and rescue operations involving
water and mountains, as well as surveys of the sites and severity
of fire accidents. However, as more and more drone pilots are
deployed in disaster rescue missions, aviation safety issues
have come to the forefront. Currently, most fire departments
across Taiwan require pilots to hold any professional license
(professional licenses include 4 levels: Basic, G1, G2, and G3).
However, in disaster rescue missions under NFA, different
licenses are needed for different missions. For instance,
firefighting operations at night require G1-certified pilots,
rescue operations for drowning individuals require G2-certified
ones, while flying drones over crowds requires G3 certification.
NFA drone pilots are required to have obtained G1 to G3
professional drone licenses in order to uphold safety standards
for disaster prevention and aviation safety. The acquisition of
such professional licenses could also prevent situations in which
under-qualified pilots are deployed for operations, which might,
in turn, lead indirectly to violations of relevant regulations
governed by the Civil Aviation Administration (CAA). If
aviation accidents were to occur in unfortunate circumstances,
not only might NFA incur penalties imposed by CAA, but the
agency might also face obstacles in making insurance claims.
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